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 Abstract:  

Human is no longer a pure and ultimate entity in the universe. With the rapid advances in science
technology, cybernetics the universal human nature has been placed today before a big threatening 
question mark which challenges the anthropogenic existence of human subjectivity. The British 
colonizers once shaped and formed the geopolitical intellectua
education according to their own, so to make the colonized useful for them. But through this process 
of learning and shaping the colonized others get able to form a rebel against the colonizer. In the same 
light, we, the so called human with the help of our developed brain shape a useless material to make 
a useful tool for our own use. But, consciously or unconsciously we become a victim under the 
colonial claw of that tool which is more powerful than the human capabil
made by the machine, tools, technology upon the human reminds us of the fact that human does not 
control machine or technology, rather the opposite. This actually results in hybridism with an exotic 
obsession with technology and machine which makes a ‘man’ ‘posthuman’(cyborg) and in the study 
of posthumanism. The discussion in the  paper through a postcolonial lens will simplify the fact how 
digital and technological existence of human overpowers/colonizes the physical entity o
through this process also will investigate the possible crisis and ‘end’ of a certain conception of 
human or the humanist notion of ‘human’ including reference to novels by H.G Wells, E.M Forster, 
Ray Bradbury, Octavia Butler and others.
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Introduction 

Everything is post these days, as if we are all just a footnote to something earlier that 
wasreal enough to have a name of its own. (Ingersoll 17) 

The lines from Margaret Atwood’s Cat’s Eye truly designate the ‘posthuman’ identity of ‘human’. This 
demotion to ‘just a footnote’ from the ‘main’ is the consequence of human’s domination upon the 
‘nonhuman’. The Western philosophy of Humanism which considered only the White Males as 
‘human’ is now challenged by blurring out of the boundaries between ‘human’ and ‘nonhuman’. 
They (human) made the rests ‘Other’ which includes animals, blacks, women, and nonliving elements 
in Nature. From postcolonial point of view, this othering is a manifestation of power relation. This is 
simply a process of differentiation considering them inferior to themselves. Keeping in mind this 
notion of superiority, these humans made various tools using their brain and intellect and today’s 
high technology like internet is the outcome of human only. But, if we think deeply we can have a 
clear notion of the fact that once we (human) make a new invention, a new machine of various 
nonliving elements, we actually create a ‘new human’. We create a power and ability in those 
inanimate objects of which we get fascinated. It may be a simplest tool like a pen or knife. Following a 
process of decolonization the tools and technologies as if started colonizing human today and thus 
created a new paradigm of social relation which has broken the superiority of ‘human’.It is practically 
true that tools, technology is a kind of ‘biopower’ (Herbrechter 28)- a process which was prevalent as 
a social organization. The study of ‘Posthumanism’ therefore affirms the relation between machine 
and human showing the colonial impact of machine upon human, and that human and machine are 
treated on the anvils of, what we call, ‘posthuman’. They have already created their new world which 
has changed the fundamental concept of being a human: 

The fact remains that technology is rapidly making the concept of ‘natural’ human obsolete. 
We have now entered the realm of the posthuman, the debate over the identities and values of 
what will come after human. (Vint 7) 

 Anyway, it is already opined by German philosopher Martin Heidegger in his The Question 
Concerning Technology (1954) that, technology is nothing but a means to the end of human (Rae 60). 
Here, Heidegger introduced the term ‘Gestell’ (meaning enframing) to describe how modern 
technology enframes human being into a less active, passive and temporal entity. Heidegger writes,  

Enframing means gathering together of that setting-upon which sets upon man, i.e., challenges 
him forth, to reveal the real, in the mode of ordering, as standing-reserve. Enframing means 
that the way of revealing which holds sway in the essence of modern technology and which is 
itself nothing technological. (Gestell). 

 

Deleuze, Bhabha, Nietzsche and Posthumanism 

The connection between postcolonialism and posthumanism is discernible through an amalgamated 
study of Homi K. Bhabha and Gilles Deleuze. Both of them have rejected the traditional and common 
territory of culture, class, gender, race etc. They talk about a constructive aspect that results in a 
counter discourse or a ‘resistance’ against the colonial discourse. They have discussed in their works 
the process of decolonization to unroot the fixed ideas of identity. Posthumanism also questions the 
traditional anthropogenetic identity of man. Deleuze and Guattari talk about Resistance Literature or 
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a Counter Literature where the minorities, the colonized ‘others’ tries to reclaim and reestablish their 
identity. Both Bhabha and Deleuze have given stress on subverting potential of counter-narratives of 
minority (Yang 74). The Deleuzian minor writing includes a “deterritorialized” language and by 
doing so, it deterritorializes the majoritarian aspect searching new tools to destroy human identity. 
The very concept of posthumanism is very much akin to this (Yang 74). 

 Deleuze’s concept of ‘plane of immanence’ opposed to the humanist transcendence whereby 
humans are set in a substantive plane set over and against Nature, over and against history, or tools 
and techniques. The concept was introduced in Deleuze’s Anti-Oedipus, A Thousand Plateaus, and What 
Is Philosophy. Deleuze has always stressed on the fact that ‘the creation of concept’ is central to 
philosophy (Spindler 151). For this creation the concept always needs a ground, a milieu, out from 
which they can be created. This particular territory or ground is, for Deleuze, the ‘plane of 
immanence’. It is the fact of being entirely within something. Thus the concept diminishes the sphere 
of humanism and hints at an era of posthumanism. This concept thus dismisses the prehistoric belief 
of ‘humanism’: 

It may be that believing in this world, this life, becomes our most difficult task, or the task of a 
mode of existence still to be discovered on our plane of immanence today. This is the 
empiricist conversion (we have so many reasons not to believe in the human world; we have 
lost the world, worse than a fiancee or a god). The problem has indeed changed. (Spindler 149)  

 Thinking of the condition within the realm of posthumanism, it is important to note that humans are 
one source of vitality, a creative drive among ‘other’ forces, but quite pathetically and importantly not 
one that is particularly exceptional in the sense of transcendence. The words Deleuze uses for 
human,-- or aspect of human potential is ‘desiring production’ which is based on Nietzsche’s ‘will to 
power’ theory which is characterized by intrinsic relationality. The phrase was coined by Nietzsche in 
1883 in Thus Spoke Zarathustra. According to Nietzsche, a power can be considered as ‘power’ only 
when it is acted upon another power. It must maintain its position over another power and strives to 
predominate or colonize over them. The ‘others’ in the society must require that ‘power’ and so the 
condition is in the posthuman era. 

 The first example of conceptualizing of posthuman is derived from Nietzsche’s concept of 
‘Ubermensch’, translated as ‘superhuman’ or ‘overhuman’ which, as Nietzsche opines, wants to 
overcome the Platonic-Christian worldview (Aydin 6). Platonic-Christian idea is about the fact that all 
human beings are equal and about an unchanging moral value system that is authorized by an 
omnipotent God. This Platonic-Christian identity is rejected by Nietzsche; he supports a world of 
inequality and struggle. To Nietzsche, human beings do not enjoy a common essence or should not 
they. They should always strive to develop different forms by continuously challenging the status-
quo. The very concept of ‘overhuman’ is constructed by Nietzsche upon the basis of his ‘nihilism’ 
where he rejects the fundamental anthropocene identity of human. For him there is no human truth, 
morality, human knowledge. Karen L. Carr shows Nietzsche’s ‘nihilism’ as a condition of tension, as 
a disproportion between what we want to value (or need) and how the world appears to operate 
(Nihilism). Anyway, Nietzsche’s ‘overhuman’ also forms the concept of ‘transhuman’ which is an 
ideal extended human, having ‘speed’, ‘accuracy’, ‘exactness’ but with the help of machine or 
technology obviously. So, transhumanism is dealt with a positive aspect denoting the well-being of 
human. Transhumanists believe in the fact that science and technology is only for the betterment of 
human life. But, here we make the ‘hamartia’ which leads us to our tragic doom.  
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Posthumanist colonialism and Science Fiction   

The western philosophy of ‘humanism’ entertain a western supremacy of being human, a male 
supremacy which includes the process of violent dehumanization, turning them into an object of 
trade or desire. The violent process continues into the present. In the realm of Posthumanism, it is, 
hence, very important to analyze the democratic rights and limits of humanism in a globalized world, 
stressing on the relation between ‘colonizer’ and ‘colonized’, ‘white’ and ‘black’, ‘man’ and ‘woman’. 
The deconstruction of such binaries is an urgent need today. These necessitate us to think about the 
very position of ‘human’ (the ‘human’ in Western philosophy) in the world of technology and science. 
Donna Haraway argues,  

The discursive tie between the colonized, the enslaved, the noncitizen, and the animal- all 
reduced to type, all Others to rational man, and all essential to his bright constitution- is at the 
heart of racism and flourishes, lethally, in the entrails of humanism. (Haraway 18)  

Posthumanism can thus be considered as a collaborative political and cultural aspect as it reflects 
postcolonialism, feminism, racism where dehumanization is common. Anyway, like feminist 
movements, decolonization movement, the nonhuman also already has started to organize a struggle 
against human, the human of western philosophy. The machine and technology already has found 
their autonomy.  

The autonomy and power of technology has truly been visualized by an influential media 
theorist Friedrich A. Kittler (1943-2011). He rejects media or technology as an expansion of man and 
says, "Media are not pseudopods for extending the human body. They follow the logic of escalation 
that leaves us and written history behind it” (Friedrich Kittler). This making of own history actually 
initiates a counter colonization upon the distinguished human. Kittler also posits that the age of 
media renders indistinguishable what is human and what is machine. (Kittler,1999:146). He continues 
to say that even if physical human continues to exist, there will surely be a great dependency on 
machine or an inhuman which may be an alien race (Gane 38). In Octavia Butler’s Lilith’s Brood 
Trilogy(2000), we can find the human-alien hybrid child which are called as ‘constructs’. Here, Lilith is 
black human womanwho was victimized by an alien race, the Oankali. Through three books of the 
trilogy Dawn(1987); The Adulthood Rites (1988); Imago (1989), the trilogy shows how human existence is 
totally dependent on the inhuman alien. The situation here created is that if human wants to retain 
their anthropogenic existence, they have to collaborate with the alien and give birth to a hybrid child 
(of man and alien). This is because, all the humans were made infertile. Thus, it simply shows that the 
human existence is no longer a pure and absolute one. The inclination of human to the alien Oankali 
is much clearer in the last book of the trilogy, “Imago” where Imago is a hybrid child like former 
Akin, also a hybrid child of human and alien in the previous book. But, quite noticeably, Imago is 
much more developed and full potential and powerful than Akin.The human, in the book is totally 
impressed by the intellect and potentiality of the hybrid, and is seen to mingle with Oankali 
willingly.Another important point to look at is that, it is the ‘black’, ‘minority’, ‘women’ and ‘non-
Western’ who are shown as the ‘alien’ or inhuman in Science Fictions. In Mathew Farrell’s “Thunder 
Rift” it is also a human woman who is taken by an alien to make her the part of their ecosystem. To 
see through a postcolonial approach, the social and political ‘Other’ thus turns to an ontological 
‘Other’which is totally devoid of any human connection; the human race is threatened and colonized 
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by the nonhuman. The human-alien hybrid or the mediator strives towards an Otherness which is 
beyond human (Gomel 26). 

The world of AI, cybernetics has already started challenging the human intelligence and 
ability. William Gibson’s classic Neuromancer (1984) typically shows AI dominating the actions of 
human to reach their own goal. In this classic we can truly witness how the nonhuman forms their 
own geo-political realm to struggle against and destroy the human in a decolonizing fashion. The two 
AI conjoin and create an electronic equivalent of the omnipotent deity. The urge for uniting of the 
nonhuman is also evident in “Frankenstein” where the demon demands another figure similar to it. It 
imparts that the ultimate success of ‘imitation’ lies in making the original inferior (Gomel 21). Aldous 
Huxley’s “Brave New World” also talks about the use of technology to control society. It is set in 2450 
A.D where the controller has made the human happiness maximum by using technology & science 
which makes people grow in bottle and are divided into Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, and Epsilon. 
Here, Savage Reservation is the place which is devoid of any technology or science; where people 
grow naturally. Somehow, this contradiction implicates the fact that the human naturality is a past or 
history in the era of technological evolution. From postcolonial lens, the place represents the tribal 
place or people who have been made the ‘other’ by the technologized human society. Francis 
Fukuyama, an American political scientist, while publishing his Our Posthuman Future (2002), says, 

The aim of this book is to argue that Huxley was right, that the most significant threat posed 
by contemporary biotechnology is the possibility that it will alter human nature and thereby 
move us into posthuman stage of history. This is important ... because human nature exists, is 
a meaningful concept, and has provided a stable continuity to our experience as a species. It is, 
conjointly with religion, what defines our most basic values. Human nature shapes and 
constrains the possible kinds of political regimes, so a technology powerful enough to reshape 
what we are will have possibly malign consequences for liberal democracy and the nature of 
politics itself. (Fukuyama 4) 

Similar pictorial Society can be found in Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 which depicts a robotic dog having 
eight legs which is used to fight against those who don’t let the fire fighter Guy Montag to destroy 
books. The book stands for literature, human history. So, this clearly shows how technology 
dominates and destroys the human history and existence or to make human incapable of any logical 
thought and knowledge which can bring forth a philosophy like western ‘Humanism’. In other 
words, the human in the society is inclined to or impressed by technology so much so that they 
themselves want to leave the ordinary human life, to transcend beyond human. But, pathetic enough 
to think, beyond human there is only an eternal doom. And that will also be done by this 
‘technology’. 

The Machine Stops by the proponent of dystopian Science Fiction, E.M Forster depicts how 
technology is the human society itself. It depicts technology as an agent who threats the human 
integrity.  It describes a world of underground where human beings are controlled and driven by an 
omnipotent global Machine. It reflects upon the predicted technology of internet and messaging 
which directly relates the present independent condition of human being, especially in the pandemic 
situation. The dependency of human upon machine becomes more evident when the ‘machine’ 
collapses bringing the human civilization down with it. Thus Forster makes it clear that the 
technology is the ultimate controlling force. In the The Time Machine we also can see how the machine 
shows the predicted destruction of human race. The time Traveler is taken away into the future- 30 
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million years later by the machine where the traveler witnesses the destruction of earth and that the 
animals are controlling the earth which is dead and the ocean is full of human blood.        

The point of the study is more evident in The Island of Dr. Moreau (1896) by H. G Wells which 
establish posthuman subject as representing an evolutionary self and questions how and by whom 
they are introduced in the human society (Gomel 11). Here, Dr. Moreau practices vivisection and 
makes innovation on DNA making new generation out of different body parts. The doctor creates a 
half human from animals like bears, leopards, monkeys, goats. Quite importantly, vivisection is 
nothing but a process evolution with immense torture. Wells himself considers evolution as “the 
aimless torture in creation”. Anyway, Doctor Moreau started developing colony of these pseudo-
humans, but due to lack of proper doses of medicine the products became very dangerous; destroy 
everything and the very creator Moreau. It is noteworthy that, the creatures revolt and gradually 
comes back to their original identity. The creatures typically embody the nonhumans, materials, 
chemicals, or all the ‘Others’ in the society excluded by Western Humanism which are being tortured 
brutally and are continuously provided with different shapes and skills by the human. And it is the 
skill and power create by human within the nonhuman body which curse for destruction of the 
creator like Caliban in Shakespeare’s The Tempest who uttered,  

You taught me language, and my profit on’t/ Is I know how to curse. The red plague 
rid you/ For learning me your language! 

 

Conclusion  

In the era of developed medical and technological science, everything has been a means of 
developing human life. Medicine increases human immunity and provides strength to fight against 
Nature; Internet and network system helps a lot for education, business, communication (and what 
not!) which are obviously a holistic approach of human well-being. The modern days are very much 
habitual of using cosmetics like anti-aging cream, body transforming, or organ transplantation. But it 
is again a nonhuman or machine or chemical which dominates and controls us which we assumed 
with an error of judgment as a means for our well-being. We are like a foolish Caliban (in The Tempest) 
who got impressed by Stephano and his ‘celestial liquor’ (as Caliban himself took it) and also wanted 
to be Stephano’s servant to be free from Prospero’s colonization. He conspires with Stephano to forge 
a struggle and fight against Prospero which is quite foolish and humorous. So, like Caliban, man gets 
trapped by a new means of colonization to make himself free from the colonization of Nature or God 
(whatever you may think); to strive beyond God or Nature. But, quite tragically, these means 
destruction and loss of existence for man which is clearly shown in Margaret Atwood’s Oryx and 
Crake (2003) through the super-pill called ‘Blysspluss’ that promises health and happiness for human 
being, but secretly causes sterilization, a synonym for the extinction of human race! The nonhuman in 
every case formed a ‘plane of immanence’ to make their existence stable and so that they can forge a 
violent protest against man.Thus, to conclude, I may agree with the claim by Bruce Mazlish (1993) 
that, the machine became an object of human interest, a means to an end, accentuating the role of 
human being as a tool user. Tools were used to extend personal human power and freedom, at the 
same time as subjecting individuals to its impersonal organization.  
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