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Abstract: 
 

Media plays a significant role in the advancement of a society. Media has delivered knowledge and 

news related to basic events necessary to articulate the prerogatives of people. Radio, Television, print 

media, and new media are the important procedures of mass media through which messages to  

masses are presented. Electronic media is an influential instrument in conveying encouraging 

transformations in society. The influence to an enormous diversified audience enhances the power of  

this medium to shape extensively united formations of truth. Television channels reconnoitre the 

evolving environmental issues facing the planet. Environment is the sum total of water, air and land,  

interrelatedness among themselves and also with the individual, other existing bodies and nature.  

Hence, a variation in any of the elements may affect the entire environment. Environment related 

issues are surrounded by the major problems of our times, both in terms of emergency and 

importance to individual welfare. The main objectives were (1) To analyse the development in 

coverage of environment subjects in India, (2) To analyse the trends of environment related reporting  

in the television channels, (3) To analyse the time slot provided to the identified categories of 

environment. Collected data were analysed in terms of regularity, percentage and mean score of 

statements. Findings indicate that the majority of the respondents expressed the come to an 

agreement with these environmental reporting focused on television channels. Now the media play a  

vital role in the intensive viewpoint of environment issues in society. The analysis of specified 

environment types reveals that while wildlife remains to be the largest covered category throughout,  

coverage of climate change and disaster mostly remained event based. Where other issues like 

heritage places, pollution, forests, energy and agriculture received lesser coverage in the television 

channels. 
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Introduction: 
 

Communication is an instrument used to accelerate the involvement of people in 

developmental events, besides performing other dominant responsibilities. People have 

been using verbal and non-verbal means since eternity to communicate with each other. The 

transmission of complicated information, ideas, and concepts from one individual to 

another, or to a group, sustained severe growth during early periods of history. With the 

beginning of technology, transmission or communicating a message to an enormous 

unidentified, diverse audience became possible. Media plays an important part in the 

growth of a society in every aspect. Media is endowed with knowledge and news related to 

basic events necessary for comprehensible influences of people. Broadcasting media, print  

media, and new media are the three important methods of mass media through which  

messages to masses are offered. Electronic media is an influential tool in delivering 

progressive changes in society. The spread to a huge expanded audience enlarges the 

supremacy of this medium to shape extensively shared productions of reality. Television 

channels discover the emerging environmental issues facing the planet. 
 

Environment and television have become significant to human society. A good environment 

is required for survival of all living beings. Television as an effective medium of mass  

communication can play a positive role to help preserve and promote the environment and 

ecology of the world. 

 

The environment is the totality of all peripheral factors and effects that have a bearing on  

living and non-living things. The study of the environment includes the physical and 

biological environment of organisms, social and cultural factors and the impact of the 

human population on the earth. Ecology is the study of interconnections and 

interdependence of plants, animals and their environment. Environment has been severely 

affected due to growing needs of humans. The excessive use of non-renewable energy 

(example- coal, oil, natural gas etc.) in industries, transport etc. has resulted in air pollution, 

acid rain, diseases and greenhouse gas effect. 

 

Television in India was started on 15 th September 1959 by the government and named 

‘Doordarshan’. DD and Akashvani got separated in 1976. Private channels started during  

the early 1990s. There are 902 allowed private satellite television channels in India as of 

March 2019 (AIR). Environment issues have a direct bearing on everyone. The greatest  

problem that mankind will face in the 21st Century will be in the field of environment and 

ecology. The task of environment management is enormous and cannot be achieved without 

involvement of the media in motivating large-scale participation of people. Television being 

an effective medium of mass communication, it would be important to know how the 

environmental issues are reported in the new bulletins of prime time. The prime time 

bulletins of private television channels have been compared with that of Government 

television channels like DD. 



Consortium: An International Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies; Volume 1, Issue 1, June, 2021 44  

Most people are interested in all those environmental stories, which touch their daily lives.  

These stories are concerning health, traffic, living place, air, water, weather, people etc. The 

scholars have a difference of opinion regarding factors contributing to the rise of the 

environment as an 'issue' is concerned. Some say that the educated middle classes have 

become concerned with the environment. Others are of the view that people have become 

sensitive to environmental issues these days. Yet another group feels that the media, 

pressure group and environmental politics are also the reasons for the rise of 

environmentalism. The scholars also vary in classification or categorization of 

environmental issues. They have done the classification for convenience in their research  

and as per the available stories. They are mostly Pollution (air, water, soil), Ozone 

depletion, Global warming or Greenhouse effect. Conservation of environment, 

Population, Natural and man-made disasters and human activities (Agriculture and 

Industries). There are several problems in the production of these stories. 

 

 

Objective of the study: 
 

1. To analyse the development in coverage of environment subjects in India. 
2. To analyse the trends of environment related reporting in the television channels. 

3. To analyse the time slot provided to the identified categories of environment. 

 

Methodology of the study: 
 

The study has implemented a qualitative content analysis method to accomplish the 

investigation and derive rational inferences. It objects to qualify and quantify the 

environment reporting present in the selected television news channels throughout diverse 

parameters. For this point of view, four foremost Indian television news channels were  

selected for accumulating primary data, built on certain significant features like TRP, total  

viewer, and entire followers on new media in this news channels. Respectively story and 

debate broadcasted in the particular television news channels was taken as the part of  

analysis. This sample was taken from four Indian television news channels from the period  

between January 2018 to December 2019. 

 

 

Classification of Content: 
 

Each type has been specified for a suitable operational definition for connection and coding. 

The environment classifications are cultivation, atmosphere change, adversity, energy, 

forests, pollution, sanitation, water resource management, atmosphere, wildlife. 
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The journalistic classifications elected for analysis incorporate news stories, debate issues,  

prime time broadcasting in television channels and other aspects. Excluding the above 

indicated journalistic classifications, other procedures and presentations of television news 

channels coverage have not been acquired for evaluation in this study. 

 

 

Environmental journalism: 
 

The National Wildlife Federation, USA, defines “Environmental journalism as the reporting 

of events, trends and issues related to the environment. It encompasses the natural systems 

of the earth including plants, animals, habitats, ecosystems, atmosphere, water, climate, etc., 

along with the interdependence and interaction of humans and environment” (NWF, USA). 

 

Environmental journalism compacts with assembling, demonstrating, creating, circulating 

and expressing the information as regards the method non-human world interrelates with 

people. It includes the diverse activities, the constant developments, the associated issues 

and people related with the environment. Environmental journalism progressed with 

writing about the environment, founding a portion of environmental communication. The 

methods of recognising environmental journalism as different from its associated fields and 

subjects remain debatable. 
 

Environmental journalists are estimated to be promoted for variations to progress the 

quality of the world. They should alert and inform people about the severe state of the 

environment and use the supremacy of the news media to convey about deviations to 

advance the feature of the air, water, wildlife and natural sources. 

 

Endeavouring to persuade people about the significance of safeguarding the environment  

sometimes falls on no response, in India. Many people are basically not concerned, society 

inclines to undertake that things like land, trees, organisms and water properties – the assets 

they vary upon for their livelihood – will always be there. Overuse or misuse of these 

properties is not, most of the time, an essential issue. But receiving audiences’ concentration 

is not the only tough thing environmental journalists have to look at. Reporting about the  

environment as a primary issue for society is usually a frequent task for journalists. 

 

 

Environment issues in India: 
 

With a populace of over 1.35 crore, India is soon to replace China as the most overcrowded  

country of the world. While India has one of the fastest increasing inhabitants in the world,  

it’s so far slow than most others when it approaches to upholding the environment and 

ecosystem related issue. Now, India is separated with an amount of environmental 
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apprehensions which have only heightened in the last few years. Overlooking the 

environment can cause devastation and the destruction done may be beyond repair. Some 

major environmental apprehensions in India are dealing with nowadays. 

 

Air pollution: 
 

Air pollution is the most terrible problem to have disturbed in India. According to a report  

from the International Energy Agency (IEA), by 2040 there are about 9 lakh precipitate 

deaths due to the harsh rise in air pollution in India. Normal life probabilities are probable 

to go down by about 15 months because of air pollution. India is ranked 11 out of 20 of the  

most polluted (in terms of air pollution) cities in the entire world (Sujatha,2016). 
 

Groundwater reduction: 
 

Speedily reducing levels of groundwater is one of the major hazards to food security and 

livelihood in India. Retrieving the groundwater has become gradually tough over the 

decades. According to news reports, extreme misuse of limited groundwater assets for  

irrigation of cash crops for example sugarcane has affected a 6 percentage point drop in the 

accessibility of water within 10 metres from ground level. Low rainfall and drought are 

similarly causes for groundwater reduction. The north-western and south-eastern portions 

of India are the worst hit for this reason (Sujatha,2016). 
 

Climate change: 
 

July 2019 was the warmest July in documented Indian meteorological history, and 65.12% of 

India’s population was exposed to temperatures of over 40 degrees Celsius between May  

and June 2019, the most widespread over four years, according to a new analysis (IMD, 

2019). The gradually increasing temperature effects in the past years are but a warning that 

global warming and climate change are valid encounters that India is confronting currently. 

With the Himalayan glaciers melting at a worrying level, floods and other such natural 

disasters are arising collectively regularly. The quantity of forest fires, floods, earthquakes 

and such other tragedies over the past years has been incomparable. 
 

Usage of plastics: 
 

Unrestricted usage of plastics is an additional foremost worry for India. To recognise the 

destruction that this can cause to the environment, it is significant to understand that  

plastics are one of the least recyclable resources. 
 

Loss of biodiversity: 

 

According to the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s Red Data Book, that  

“some 47 species of plants and creatures in India are recorded as critically threatened.  

Damage to ecology and natural environments have left many indigenous species, 
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incorporating important ones such as the Siberian crane, Himalayan wolf and Kashmir stag 

in crucial risk of extinction. Speedy urbanisation, plundering and random hunting for 

leather fur etc. have concentrated these animals dangerously threatened and the flora or 

herbal treasure of India in less survival situations. Many of the herbs usually harvested for 

their medicinal assets are dying laterally with the heritage of Ayurvedic treatment”. 

 

 
Indian television portrayals of environmental issues: 

 

Indian television news channels are giving importance to environmental news. They are 

daily base broadcasted weather related news and any major environment related news. The 

major news reporting happened in few years are: 
 

Delhi air pollution: 
 

A percentage of the world’s most polluted metropolitan populations are in India, the 

citizens of Delhi are as of directly undergoing the unendurable result of insignificant air  

condition. Although the government's electric adaptability force is outstanding, the 

emphasis should be on altering situations, rational sequences and inspiring services to 

transfer from petroleum/diesel to electric vehicles. 

 

 

 

 

2018 Air Pollution in New Delhi (PM2.5 AQI). A surge on June 14 was affected by dust 

storms taken on by a blend of tremendous heat and powerful down draft winds. (Source 

IMD, Delhi) 
 

Hazardous 
 

Very Unhealthy 
 

Unhealthy 
 

Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups 
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Moderate 
 

Good 

 

 
 

Delhi air pollution report was broadcasted in all major television news channels in prime 

time and there have been debates also broadcasting in television news channels. 

 

 

Kerala flood: 
 

In Kerala, it appears like climate change stimulated floods are flattering annual affairs. The 

state is handling the joint after consequences of climate change, population pressure and 

irrational land consumption. 

 

Environment has become an extremely vital and complex issue over the years not only in  

India but across the world. Indian television news channels, a praised feature of the 

electronic media, have still not remarkably occupied the cause. The lack of environment 

coverage is definitely not due to absence of visual material or shortage of divergence, but  

because the television channels evidently go by the policy ‘why accept people with nation's  

determinations with affection to environmental safeguard when they can be accommodated 

instead.’ However, indicating the non-priority position of environmental news and issues in 

the television newsrooms, the reports conveyed alarm over imperfect information of 

reporters that, many times, leads to environmental devastation. The reporting undergoes 

content restrictions, usually delivering modest criterion or help from scientific data, creating 

indefinable situations to the scientific communication, and underlining sensationalist 

features. 

 

 

Content analysis: 
 

The content analysis is held on the basis of observation of four television news channels  

from the period of January 2018 to December 2019. These observation questionnaires are 

interference in qualitative research methods. 

 
 

Interference: 

 
1. Environment Coverage over different television news channels: 

 

Television 

news 

DD Aajtak ABP India Today 



Consortium: An International Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies; Volume 1, Issue 1, June, 2021 49  

m 

n 

h 

s 

channels     

Percentage of 

coverage 

3.5 3 2 1.5 

 

 

Interference: 

 

Shows the space of news whole in every newspaper as alongside the environ ent reporting 

existing in it. The percentage of environment reporting as in contradictio of the total 

coverage was utmost in The DD (3.5%), and the minimum in Aajtak (3%). T  e quantity of 

environment coverage in ABP was 2%, and 1.5% in India Today. The chart al o interpreted 

the difference in the percentage environment coverage throughout altered time period. In  

2018, reporting of environment engaged 2.57%  of the total main reporting coverage in the 

television  news  channels.  In  2019,  the  quantity  developed  to  3.51%.  Total,  the  space 

specified to reporting of environment in television  news channels has encountered a 

growth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2. Proportion of environment coverage of news and debates in prime time: 
 

Television news 

channels 

News 

Percentage 

Debate Percentage 

DD 28.7 1.4 

Environmental coverage in different 

television news channels 

4 

3.5 

3 

2.5 

2 

1.5 

1 

0.5 

0 

Television 

news channels 

DD Aajtak ABP India Today 



Consortium: An International Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies; Volume 1, Issue 1, June, 2021 50  

s 

Aajtak 24.1 2.3 

ABP 13.3 3.6 

India Today 21.2 2.4 

 

 
Interference: 

 

Shows  the  percentage  of  news  reports  and  debates  on  environment  news  related 

broadcasted on the prime time of each television news channels throughout the progression 

of study. The overall time space devoted to environment news on the prime time through 

the study incorporates 87.3% news reporting and 9.7% debates. Of the entire time coverage 

given to environmental report  on prime time, 28.7% reports appeared in DD, 24.1% and 

21.2% Aajtak and India Today, although 13.3% showed in ABP. Of the debate content 

associated to the environment on prime time, 3.6% in ABP, 2.4% in India Today, 2.3% in 

Aajtak and 1.4% in DD. 

 

 

 
 

3. Different types of environmental issue news reporting coverage in television ews channels: 
 
 

Television 

news 

channels 

Air 

pollution 

Climate 

change 

Wild life and 

biodiversity 

othe 

rs 

DD 35% 27% 20% 18% 

Aajtak 45% 25% 15% 15% 

ABP 40% 25% 20% 15% 

India 

Today 

47% 23% 18% 12% 

Environmental reporting coverage in 

prime time 

40 
 

30 

28.7 
20 24.1 

21.2 

10 13.3 
1.4 2.3 3.6 2.4 

0 

DD Aajtak ABP India Today 

News Percentage Debate Percentage 
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Interference: 

 

Shows the proportion of different types of environmental issue news reporting coverage in  

television news channels broadcasted on air pollution in 35% in DD, 45% in Aajtak, 40% in  

ABP and 47% in India Today. In this study period, Delhi and other metropolitan cities 

mainly hamper through bad air condition and this issue majorly showcases in television 

news channels. Climate change related news reports coverage 27% in DD, 25% in Aajtak 

and ABP, and 23% in India Today. Flood and dearth related issues mainly attracted news 

channels and they were organised debates also in Kerala flood occurred. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Findings: 
 

After the whole study of the article “Environmental Reporting in Indian Television” the 

objectives of the project are succeeding in. Like 

 There is no standard format of environmental reporting, which makes the reports of companies 
incomparable. The way information is presented in the annual reports differs from company to 

company. So, there is a need to develop a common framework of reporting so that inter firm 
comparison could be made easily. 

 In India, most of the environmental disclosures are voluntary in nature. As a result, there are a few 
companies which provide information in annual reports on environmental matters, but most of the 

Different types of environmental 

issues coverage 
47% 

45 
40% 

% 
23% 

25 % 
18% 

20% 12% 
15% 

50% 35% 25% 
27 % 20% 

15% 15% 
18% 

Indi… 
ABP 

Aajt… 

0% DD 

DD Aajtak ABP India Today 
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companies do not. Thus, there is a need to make environmental reporting mandatory, so as to 
ensure that every company includes environmental information in their annual reports. 

 In India, there are many laws which deal with environmental matters. Multiplicity of laws not only 

adds to confusion but also makes it difficult to have knowledge of all the laws. Government must try 
to have one integrated law on environmental issues applicable to all the companies. It will not only 
ensure proper compliance of the law but will also promote reporting on environmental matters. 

 It is observed in the study that the number of awards for environmental performance has a positive 

effect on environmental disclosures made by the company. So, government, regulatory bodies and 

industrial associations must constitute more awards for good environmental performance. It will 

not only recognize the efforts made by the company on the environmental front but will also help in 

promotion of environmental performance. 

 It is observed in the study that when any environmental issue occurs then only television news 
channels put the report in prime time. There has to be importance in day-to-day environmental 
hazards and biodiversity happening in the country. Indian television news channels have to be more 

concerned about environmental reporting. 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion: 

 

The findings of the study indicate that environmental reporting is not incredibly important  

in particular Indian television news channels which are used in this study. While there was a 

complete growth in the reporting throughout the study period, the proportion of 

environmental news obtainable of the total news whole is extremely short when observed in 

totality, along with when examined individually for each television news channel. The time 

slot and regularity of environmental news was better in DD as paralleled to Aajtak, ABP and 

India Today. Improving a visual application to the report broadcasting, it was furthermore 

discovered that there is a rising trend of broadcasting beyond pollution and climate change. 

Although the time slot and regularity of environmental related debates was better in ABP 

than its equals. The data also reveals that environment reports supported with scientific data 

and organisational data have enlarged uninterruptedly, while those without scientific data  

have continuously reduced. 
 

The detailed analysis of identified environmental reporting types shows that whereas 

environment leftovers to be the prominent covered classification during, reporting of 

climate change and tragedy typically stayed affair based. The study determined that news  

reporting on the environment, essentially being affair centred, inclines to increase and fall  

with activities and occurrences. Heritage sites, pollution, sanitation, forests, energy and 

agriculture acknowledged moderate exposure. 
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